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Dear Maquoketa Students and Families,

The new 22/23 school year is upon us! Many of us remember the night before a new school year begins with a
mixture of emotions. For me, there was always a little bit of anticipation mixed in with nervousness and a whole
lot of excitement. I must say that I’m feeling all of those things as I’ve stepped into my new role as
Superintendent of Maquoketa CSD, but mostly, I am extremely humbled to be serving our community in this
way. I have an enormous amount of pride when I think about leading and supporting all of our staff, students,
their families and our community to provide educational and extracurricular experiences that provide our
students with the tools they need to succeed in being a happy, and productive human beings during their school
years and beyond high school graduation.

In my entry plan as a new Superintendent, I was able to share the following goals with the board, staff and
community members:

● Foster a culture in which all adults believe and consistently demonstrate their belief that ALL students
and staff can learn at high levels.

● Recognize, celebrate and communicate the great things currently happening in the district and
acknowledge the contributions of students, staff members, and community members.

● Begin to assess district strengths, needs, and opportunities for growth with all stakeholders with intent to
create future action steps to meet district goals.

● Engage in listening, learning and personal growth opportunities.

As we begin this new school year, I’m most looking forward to recognizing, celebrating and communicating the
great things currently happening in our district! Our students and staff have accomplished many wonderful
things and we need to be our biggest cheerleaders and share the positive story that is Maquoketa CSD. In
addition, as we look forward to growing our opportunities at Maquoketa CSD,  I welcome all stakeholder input,
especially as we seek to identify the essential skills that the workforce is seeking in today’s graduates. Please
join us as we begin to celebrate all that encompases our school community and what it means to have Cardinal
Pride!

Upcoming Activities and Celebrations:
● August 9th from 7:30 am-9:00 am: Meet and Greet Superintendent Notz at Moore Local. I would love

to say “hello” and hear what you are most proud of about our district, what you hope stays the same as
well as ideas for improvement.

● August 19th at 8:30 pm: Maquoketa CSD Family Movie Night featuring the new “Space Jam.” Will be
held at the practice soccer fields next to the high school. The movie is free with concessions available
for purchase.

● August 18th at 5:00 pm-6:30 pm: Cardinal Open House
● August 18th at 4:30 pm-6:00 pm: Briggs Open House
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● August 18th at 5:00 pm-6:30 pm: Middle School Open House:
● August 22nd at 10:00 am-12:30 pm: Middle School Camp Cardinal (all 6th grade students and any new

7th/8th grade students)
● Monday, August 22nd at 6:00-7:30: 9th Grade/Any new students Open House

Maquoketa is the community where I grew up and it’s my commitment to be part of the forward progress and
solutions that propel our students and community forward. Please look for more details on how to become
involved in sharing your voice as we get the school year started.

With Excitement and Cardinal Pride,

Tara Notz,

Maquoketa CSD
Superintendent
563-652-4984 x. 5005
tnotz@maquoketaschools.org

Parent Portal

We have had great response from parents who are using Parent Portal.  With the Portal, you are able to access
your student’s schedule, grades, attendance, pay fees, make lunch deposits and so much more.  You can access it
by going to www.maquoketaschools.org and then click on the Parent & Student Portal link.   If you do not have
a Parent Portal account, please contact the Central Office at 652-4984.

School Messenger

School Messenger, the automated communication system, will be utilized again this year.  This system is used to
notify parents and students in the district by phone when important information needs to be communicated, such
as unscheduled delays, early outs, cancellations, or other emergency situations.

To help personnel, PLEASE LISTEN TO YOUR MESSAGE before calling back as it ties up the phone
lines especially if there is a real emergency.

Be sure the district is informed of any changes to your address, home phone, cell phones, or place of business
throughout the school year.  You may notify your child’s building secretary with any changes.

Whenever you are wondering if school is delayed or canceled you can check the following radio or television
stations for information:

● KMAQ 95.1 FM
● KMAQ 1320 AM
● WHBF Channel 4

● KWQC Channel 6
● WQAD Channel 8
● KGAN Channel 2

● KWWL Channel 7
● KCRG Channel 9

Required Reading Materials

Please visit the district’s website, www.maquoketaschools.org to review the required annual notifications
regarding student records, educational equity, employment equity, child abuse reporting, harassment and
bullying, and asbestos planning.



The Cardinal Walk of Pride

The Cardinal Walk of Pride is a great way to show pride in your school and community.  This is an opportunity
to support MCHS with a donation that will also support the purchase of a personalized engraved brick that will
be placed in the circle drive plaza in front of the High School.  Your donation will allow you to have your name,
the name of your children, grandchildren, or possibly an esteemed faculty member included in the Cardinal
Walk of Pride.

All proceeds from this project will be used for special projects that will enhance the facility and expand
opportunities for students of the Maquoketa Community School District.  An order form is available for your
convenience at the Central Office.

Food Service Program

We are transitioning food service management companies and excited to introduce Opaa!, a K-12 food service
management company has partnered  with the Maquoketa Community Schools as of July 1, 2022 to manage the
food service program. Students will continue to see the unlimited fresh fruit and veggie bar.

Maquoketa students will continue to see 2 entrée choices daily at the elementary schools, 3-4 entrée choices
daily at the middle school and 4-5 entrée choices at the high school.  Students will have the opportunity to
choose between home-style entrees like spaghetti, chili, or mac & cheese, along with other options like
sandwiches, burgers, deli sandwiches, chicken sandwiches and hotdogs. Middle school and high school menu
will also include entrée salads and fresh baked sub sandwiches. Schools will experience chef inspired creations
throughout the year at all grade levels.

Addressing Negative Lunch Balances

Based on current guidance, meals are NOT going to be "free" to all students in the 2022-23 school year. The
USDA is transitioning back to the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program
(SBP). The food service program is a stand-alone department that operates as a separate entity from the school
district's general operating budget.   We will continue to remind parents of student's low account balances amd
when your child’s account reaches a negative balance through our automated call system. For those interested,
free and reduced lunch applications are included in this packet. If interested, please complete and return to
your child's attendance center BEFORE school starts! Any unpaid amounts accrued prior to qualifying for
the program is still owed to the District.  We will work with you to structure a plan to address the deficit.  Thank
you for your cooperation.
 
We have an online payment system and it is part of your Infinite Campus Parent Portal account. This online pay
system includes added features such as optional reoccurring payments and/or low balance payments. To make a
payment for fees, lunch deposits, or to purchase an optional student activity ticket please access your Infinite
Campus Parent Portal and click on Food Service on left side, click on Pay and add amount in box.  Click add to
cart. Go to My Cart to check out.  Detailed instructions on how to make a payment or to set recurring payments
is available at www.maquoketaschools.org
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Maquoketa Community Schools
612 South Vermont Street
Maquoketa, IA  52060

FREE AND REDUCED:  IOWA ELIGIBILITY APPLICATION

The Iowa Eligibility Application may be completed for any
household that feels they qualify for free or reduced lunches and
fees. If you are NOT directly certified for free meals by the
State of Iowa, you may complete the application and send it to your
child’s attendance.

“It takes a whole village to educate our children.”


